
CUSSW’s Social Entrepreneurship Focus
Let’s Imagine Together
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Columbia’s Existing Ecosystem – SE & E 

Columbia Business School: The Tamer Center for Social Enterprise



Pieces of the Social Entrepreneurship Ecosystem

Business School Strengths School of Social Work Strengths

• Impact Investment/Finance/Philanthropy
• Corporate Social Responsibility
• Marketing Social Enterprises
• Accounting and Financial Management 

• Needs Assessments
• Effective behavioral change interventions
• Working with marginalized populations
• Social Impact Measurement 

Nonprofit Management and Leadership



Classes 
& 
Programs

Entrepreneurship Ecosystem

• Social Entrepreneurship Certificate

• Social Entrepreneurship Concentration, 

Minor, or Specialization 

o Within existing SEA track

o Cross-listed with the Business School?



Core SE Classes

• Introduction to Social Entrepreneurship – Business 
or Social Work (Team Taught?)

• Needs Assessment Course – Social Work

• Fund Development for Social Purpose Organizations 
– CUSSW or Business (Team Taught?)

• Social Impact Measurement – Social Work

----------Foundational Electives-----------
• New Venture Creation – Social Work or Business

• Social Venture Management – Social Work or 
Business

• History and Philosophy of Social Change strategies 
– Social work 

Classes 
& 
Programs



Accelerator

Entrepreneurship Ecosystem

• Small area on campus for several companies 

• Office space for post-revenue companies

• Allow for collaborative environment between 

companies



Student View
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Idea Fostering Stage

First Pitch Competition

Meet-An-Entrepreneur 
Events 

Business Model Canvas 
Course

Participate in Launch 
Pad advising

Evaluate feasibility of 
idea

Business Model Canvas 
Competition

Working with Startup 
Spaces

Proto-type development

Gain hands-on 
experience working with 
real start-ups

Acquire first customers

Venture Pitch

Additional 
entrepreneurial skill 
based courses

Working in accelerator

Scaling company

Course load focused on 
later stage funding

Ensuring sustainability



THANK YOU


